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Matthew 25: 31-46 

 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered 

before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 

hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 

hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that 

we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 

to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you 

sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly 

I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members 

of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, 

“You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 

for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you 

did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 

prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when 

was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 

did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.’  
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Faith in Christ and Made for Good Works 

 

For the past few years my mother has been giving me books for 

Christmas and my birthday. Now these aren’t any books, they are books 

that she and my father had read and/or received from their predecessors 

– the gift that keeps giving.   One of them was a first edition of Back’s 

Journals which had been given to my father by Eric Morse, the dean of 

Canadian recreational canoeing.  Back’s journals in Canada’s north follow 

his journey down what is now known as the Back River were published 

one year before St. Mark’ began its ministry in 1836.  Another book my 

mother gave me was the autobiography of Pastor George Cheever D.D. 

It tells the story of one of my ancestors who lived around the same time 

who spent most of his ministry fighting against slavery.   He was an 

evangelical and used scripture as some have, not to defend slavery, but 

to abolish it which he was successful in doing. 

I have been one of those people who has tried their best to travel 

that fine line between proclaiming Christ and reaching out in the name 

of Christ into the community.  There is an argument out there, mostly 

among those in leadership about the role of the church: to proclaim Jesus 

Christ or to strive for social justice.  The Anglican answer might be both, 

but we begin and end with Christ.  Another book I have is “William 

Temple: Archbishop of Canterbury His Life and Letters”. He is quoted 

as saying:  The Church exists primarily for the sake of those who are 

still outside it. It is a mistake to suppose that God is only, or even chiefly, 

concerned with religion.  It is with this in mind that we reach out and this, 

being our Stewardship Sunday,  is the true stewardship of our resources.  

Bishop Spence always said, “Bloom where you are planted”, as if to say don’t 

ignore the community in which you find your church, reach out into it 

and do the work of Christ’s church with the resources that you have. 

There is a lot that I could quote from the newspapers and the bible about 

how we are to live through the pandemic. 

I have quoted a lot of theologians and pastors and so what does the 

bible have to say about this is Jesus words: We hear today Jesus’ disciples 

asking him:  “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
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thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it 

that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer 

them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.” If there was any argument about 

looking after others, this passage would put an end to the argument. 

I was driving into town the other day and thought that I as 

approached the church that I knew the names of a lot of the people I 

passed.  The people that I knew were parishioners and also those who 

we have helped at St. Mark’s Food Cupboard; I am sure that the 

volunteers at our Food Cupboard could name them as well.  This has 

been, in part, thanks to Pastor Kerry Duffield and our work with him 

helping those in need in our community.  I was fairly bold at recent 

meeting with the Bishop and Archdeacons that if you can’t name those 

people on the street in the community you serve in, then we are going 

to fail because all we are thinking about is our own.  

I will say as one parishioner reminds me, that we are to reach in as 

well, to be well in body, mind and soul in order that we can reach out.  

This past year at St. Mark’s has been an extraordinary one due to the 

pandemic as we have reached with time, talent and treasure in and out 

into the community.  Online worship with the help of  Liam Croft,  the 

Photo Directory, Carol in the office,  12 Step Groups,  St. Mark’s Food 

Cupboard and in person worship which began  on September 13 have all 

contributed to this. I want to thank everyone from the bottom of my 

heart for your support over this past year- it has been extraordinary.  

  This is also a time to think about our Stewardship going forward at 

St. Mark’s.  This year I want to talk about new Heritage Pamphlet 

replacing the pamphlet we put out over 15 years ago.  St. Mark’s has been 

blessed with numerous gifts from Wills over the years.  Twenty people 

have given to the what we call now the Heritage fund including Gwen 

Holmes gift of 62,000 dollars adds up to over $500,000 which you can 

find on page 15 of the most recent report to Vestry. Some were 

endowed to support long-term ministry and some have augmented the 

parish’s annual operating funds.  Others have been used to support  the 
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ministries of the church and diocese or to offset capital expenses. Two 

gifts from Kathleen Martyn and John Wilson ended the financial obligation 

of our building campaign and allowed us to focus on our ministry.  

Regardless of their size or designation, St. Mark’s, Orangeville, views a 

gift from a Will as a true blessing to the parish.  With the recent gift of 

Gwen Holmes we have ver $300,000 in that account at the moment.  

Please take a look through this pamphlet that our Stewardship 

Committee worked on for months and months for which I am very 

thankful for.  Please prayfully consider leaving a bequest to St. Mark’s as 

many have done.  St. Mark’s has ministered in the community for over 

180 years, just after George Back had published his journal and Pastor 

George Cheever had begun his ministry.  We continue to proclaim 

Christ, reach out and give thanks for all the time, treasure and talent 

given through St. Mark’s ministry.  It is a way of life, of faith and works 

that we exemplify this and this is summed up in  Chapter 2, verses 8-10 

of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians: For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of 

works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of 

life. Amen to that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


