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Matthew 22: 1-14 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves 

to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 

come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, 

I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 

everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and 

went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 

mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The 

wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main 

streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went 

out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, 

he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 

‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was 

speechless.Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

Honouring and Putting on Christ 

Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks to God for the harvest.  Most of us at 

one time over the weekend will gather to give thanks in person, or virtually by 

phone or another online platform.   We heard yet another parable from Matthew’s 

Gospel and may wonder who picked it for Thanksgiving and what were they 

thinking.   I must admit that I thought about not preaching on the Gospel, but I 

decided not to chicken out because there are connections to Thanksgiving. The 

reading is a tough one; it starts  with a wedding banquet that a king throws for his 

son, reminding us of times like Thanksgiving when we have gathered together, but 

then things seem to go awry.  Imagine applying the reading to a Thanksgiving dinner. 

You invite people to come to dinner and they don’t come. You try again, but some 

go off to the farm or place of business while others mistreat and kill those you sent 



 2 

to invite them.  You become enraged, and you send some people, who kill the 

murderers and burn where they live.   You send out others who are told to invite 

any one they find, strangers good and bad, to dinner.   Then you notice someone 

at the dinner table who isn’t wearing the right clothing, whom you bind and send 

into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  And 

then you announce at the Thanksgiving Dinner table: “For many are called, but few 

are chosen.” None of this is normal; what we are not being told here is how to 

carry on when we invite people to Thanksgiving dinner and they don’t respond or 

show up properly dressed.   This is a parable and has deeper meanings. Here are 

two ways to read into this reading  with some thoughts to think about over the 

Thanksgiving weekend: the reading has messages that are honour and putting on 

Christ. 

The message about honour in this parable is found in the invitation from 

the king to the wedding feast.   The attendance of those at the wedding feast of the 

king’s son would be seen as an act of honouring the king.   Their allegiance is at 

stake and to refuse the invitation is equal to rebellion and would be understood as 

insurrection.  This is what they intend to do and those who kill the king's 

messengers make their point and the king responds by putting it down, fighting and 

killing them.  If we look at who Jesus is speaking to, “them”, he was referring to the 

Chief Priest and elders, religious leaders who weren’t honouring his invitation and 

believing in him and what he preached. Over this weekend I ask that we all look at 

how we have honoured Christ’s invitation to the heavenly banquet as we respond 

with  faith. 

The message of putting on Christ is found in putting on the wedding 

garment.  The tradition at the time was that the host, in this case the king, would 

provide a wedding garment to all the guests.   Everyone was given one, but one 

man did not accept it.   It would seen as an insult to his host and it goes further.   

Paul that we that we are to clothe ourselves with Christ (Romans 13: 14). In so 

many words, the man accepted the invitation, honoured it and showed up, but did 

not clothe himself with Christ.  He did not want to put on the Christian clothes of 

goodness, righteousness and love found in Christ; he wanted to attend on his own 

terms.   

The pandemic has made us all very aware of not being in control and doing 

things on our own terms; that is something as Christians we should be already very 

aware of as God is in control. Today we give thanks to God for his creation and all 

that we enjoy from it. We also give thanks for the heavenly banquet to which we 

have been invited and put on the clothes of righteousness. May we all take that 

spirit of thankfulness into this weekend.  Happy Thanksgiving. Amen. 
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