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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

November 8, 2020  

Archdeacon Peter Scott 
 

 

John 16:25-33 
‘I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming 

when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly of 

the Father. On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that 

I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, 

because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I 

came from the Father and have come into the world; again, I am leaving 

the world and am going to the Father.’ His disciples said, ‘Yes, now you 

are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we know that you 

know all things, and do not need to have anyone question you; by this 

we believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now 

believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be 

scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am 

not alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that 

in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take 

courage; I have conquered the world!’ 

 

LEST WE FORGET 

 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, we are 

asked to pause in memory of the thousands of men and women 

who sacrificed their lives in military service. Lest we forget.   At 

limited, yet public gatherings in Ottawa and across the country, 

Canadians pay tribute with a minute of silence to the country's 

fallen soldiers from the First World War, the Second World 

War, the Korean War, the Afghanistan conflict and ongoing 

peacekeeping missions. Lest we forget.  We remember those who 
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made the supreme sacrifice. Lest we forget.  We remember and 

pray that it will not happen again – Lest we forget.  

And yet, we wonder why we need to do this when Jesus 

promised us peace and says that he has conquered the world.  

We read from John’s Gospel, Chapter 16, in verse 33:  33I have 

said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world 

you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the 

world!’ Peace is something we all strive for in our lives, our 

hearts and our souls.   The word "peace" comes from the Greek 

word eirene, the Greek equivalent for the Hebrew word shalom, 

which expresses the idea of wholeness, completeness, or 

tranquility in the soul that is unaffected by the outward 

circumstances or pressures.   When a person has the kind of 

peace Jesus is speaking about here, they have a calm, inner 

stability that results in the ability to conduct themselves 

peacefully, even in the midst of circumstances that would 

normally be very nerve-wracking or traumatic, even war.  

Today we give thanks and remember those who paid the 

supreme sacrifice in this lives and I are sure, and I give thanks, 

that Whole Foods will also remember. We have freedom to 

shop where we want,  freedom to worship, freedom to choose 

our government, freedom to oppose government which I am 

sure has been on our minds.  Sir Winston Churchill said, “It has 

been said that democracy is the worst form of government 

except all the others that have been tried”.     

We have peace, yet in the world  there are many Christians 

who face persecution, but we are to take courage because Jesus 

has conquered the world. In conquering the world, Jesus has 

conquered Satan hold on death, sin and evil. There are many who 

are saying that this final conflict that there are signs and that the 

last days are upon us.  Pat Roberson, the American televangelist, 
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political commentator, former Republican presidential candidate 

recently predicted that Trump would win the election and that 

civil disobedience, tribulation would occur followed by an 

asteroid hitting the earth.  Israel would be attacked, but 

protected by God and then we would have 5 years of peace.  He 

packed a lot into his statement, but I suspect that because he got 

the first part, at least so far, wrong about the election, we at least 

have to ask if he got the rest of it wrong.  I really don’t think that 

kind of prophesy is helpful.  

I saw another video which was filmed in April that the death 

rate was no different that the annual flu. Now it is 4 times the 

rate. It was my thought, when writing this sermon, to predict 

that it would be x times more by the time it is over.  But who 

am I to do that? Is the church in the business of predicting 

elections? Are we in the business of epidemiology, the study of 

the distribution of diseases? Are we, and some believe 

incorrectly so, that we are in the business of predicting the end 

of the world? I would answer no to all of the above.  I don’t think 

we have the training, the education, the knowledge and most 

importantly the leading of the spirit to do so.   

Having said all of that, our response has always been and 

will continue to be prepared in all that we do and say.  We take 

what we believe from the bible. Jesus has concurred the world.  

Jesus was abandoned by his disciples, but not forgotten by God.  

We may be feeling alone during the pandemic. Jesus knows that 

he will be abandoned by his disciples, and yet he will forgive them.  

We are to forgive as we have been forgiven. The world did its 

worst to Christ, and he was victorious. Faith in Jesus, peace, 

courage is what we take away from today’s reading. Amen.  
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