
Pentecost – Youth Discussion 

 

We all know that playing with fire can be a very dangerous thing. 

Can you remember the first time that you realized just how quickly fire could spread? 

Fire can be very scary, but it is also the one thing that can save you when you are trying to survive. You 

know – like watching Survivor when they are left with no food and fending for themselves: fire is critical. 

Today, we are going to be talking about fire, but a different kind of fire. 

Do you know what “Pentecost” is about?  

The word Pentecost literally means “fifty”. In the Bible, we read about a time when the Jews were 

gathered in Jerusalem fifty days after the Passover for the Festival of Weeks. 

Long story short, there were Jews from all over gathered and something amazing happened… 

Remember that at this time, Jesus had died, risen, hung out for 40 days and then went to Heaven. 

Yes, it was 50 days after the Passover. 

And something amazing was about to happen. 

So imagine that you are in this scripture. 

You are in the room. 

Think about where you might be from….maybe you don’t speak the language but you are here to 

celebrate. 

As you read this scripture, I want you to use all of your senses. 

What do you see? 

Hear? 

Smell? 

Feel? 

Read Acts 2:1-13. 

What just happened?? 

Pentecost by many is called the “Birthday of the Church” because the Holy Spirit came on the apostles 

and all of those gathered from many different places. 

Why would it be a big deal that these different places were gathered? 

 

 



Up until this point, the good news of Jesus had been kept really close. But at this time, all of these 

people were gathered from all over in Jerusalem. Just imagine when you left this place after the Holy 

Spirit literally coming over you like fire. You go back home. 

Nothing is the same because you are not the same. 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, wrote in his journal these words “In the evening I went very 

unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the 

Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart 

through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for 

salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me 

from the law of sin and death.” 

The Holy Spirit is the very spirit of Jesus, and Jesus promised that his Spirit would come and is available 

to all of us. 

And when this Spirit comes, amazing things happen. 

People are changed. 

Just think about Peter. 

Remember the one who denied Jesus three times and then the rooster crowed? 

The one who walked out to Jesus on the water, but then got scared and began to sink. 

Read Acts 2:14-31 

Let’s finish with a prayer: 

Jesus, we are gathered here today, in a simple room. 

Fill us with your spirit. 

Empower us to be changed. 

To be on fire for you. 

Amen. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

How was Peter changed from before Jesus’ death to now at Pentecost in his amazing speech? 

Journal about what you experienced while reading the Pentecost scripture.  Can you think of a time 

when you sensed that the Holy Spirit was at work? 

How do you think your life would have changed if you had been there? 
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